Seacoast Business Connection Taken Over by New Host
 
Just a guest host only a few months ago, Mark Miller of Axis Business Solutions now has a tight grip on the reigns of the Seacoast Business Connections Radio Show and is leading the charge to bring Seacoast business concerns to the airwaves. 
 
“I had taken an interest in the show and filled in as a guest host when they were in a pinch,” said Mark Miller of Axis Business Solutions. Axis Business Solutions is a technology company offering services and product to area business and an active Portsmouth Chamber member. 
 
Miller went on to say, “when Salina [of the Portsmouth Chamber] asked me to take over her spot as anchor host, I didn’t hesitate. This was the volunteer position I had been looking for. With my publicity and marketing background, which includes the production of radio ads, it was a perfect fit for me.”
 
Under Paul McAskill’s leadership, the show had a successful first year.  It was at that point that Salina McIntire, the Portsmouth Chamber’s Membership Director, was called in to help. She split the anchor roll with McAskill running two of the four shows each month.  With Miller taking over it will represent the first large change in the anchor host roll since the show began. 
 
“I’m really curious to see where he takes it,” said McAskill. “He been doing a great job so far but the show can be a lot to handle. It will be interesting to see how he handles the full weight.”
 
Miller immediately began training with McAskill and McIntire who showed him how to run the boards and taught him the format of the show. When asked what he planned on bringing to the show Miller said, “I believe that a rising tide lifts all ships so I want to publicize the show itself more. The host teams work so hard for each show I’d like to see their listener ship continue to grow. In order to do that, we just need to make more people aware.  I’ve already added a Facebook Fan Page where listeners can become a fan and we can keep them updated on show topics and publish links to things we talk about. It’s a great way for the host teams to communicate with their listeners outside of the broadcast times. We even post pictures of us and the guests in the studio.”
 
Two years ago a simple idea sprang from the Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce Business Development Committee: start a radio show to discuss business issues within the Seacoast community. Leading the committee was Paul McAskill owner of The Compass Points, a business coaching and sales performance planning company. As the winner of the 2009 Portsmouth Chamber of Commerce Volunteer of the Year Award, a local business owner and business coach, McAskill was a clear choice to run the show.
 
In 2008 The Business Development Committee proposed a show to WSCA 106.1 FM, Portsmouth’s Community Radio Station and, shortly thereafter, McAskill was on the airwaves every Monday from 12:00 to 1:00 in the afternoon broadcasting Seacoast Business Connections. 
 
Now in its third year, Seacoast Business Connections is still giving Chamber members the opportunity to create and produce their own radio show. Every week of the month a different host team, made up of Chamber members broadcast a show. All the topics center on the Seacoast Business Community. McAskill and McInitre have acted as the anchor hosts and engineers for each show, allowing the host teams to concentrate on producing their show and obtaining guests. Now, Mark Miller will lead this effort. 
 
“The owner of Axis Business Solutions, Peter Estes, decided last year to join the Portsmouth Chamber and asked me to get involved with whatever I could. He has a strong belief in volunteering within the community we serve. The chamber is a perfect way to do that,” Miller explained.          
 
Miller has officially taken over both of McIntire’s spots and one of McAskill’s. “I’m amazed at how organized the host teams are,” said Miller, “they get in great guest too. It’s no wonder the show is popular. Most of all, everyone is so much fun to be on air with. I love that. I really think it comes across to the listeners when everyone is enjoying themselves. They’re probably in their car going for lunch and having a great time along with us.”  
 
You can tune into Seacoast Business Connections Mondays from 12:00 – 1:00 on WSCA 106.1FM or log onto www.wscafm.org and stream the show live or view pod casts of past shows. Mark also publishes each show on their Facebook fan page so become a fan of Seacoast Business Connection Radio Show. Mark can be reached via the fan page or at mmiller@axisbusiness.com.
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