Music Hall Hosts Grammy Nominees - "We bring the world to Portsmouth" - Patricia Lynch
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Grammy Nominees at The Music Hall

12 musicians, 2 films, 21 nominations

From Herbie Hancock to They Might be Giants

Two coming up in 2011: Fela! January 13; Mavis Staples March 25

“The Music Hall truly does bring the world to Portsmouth!” 

– Patricia Lynch, Executive Director

Portsmouth, New Hampshire...The Music Hall, the landmark Victorian theatre in downtown Portsmouth, was scouring the just-released list of Grammy Award nominees – only to find a dozen musicians who have played on The Music Hall stage and two films that have been screened in the historic hall – for a total of 21 nominations. “It’s really no surprise,” said Executive Director Patricia Lynch. “Our focus as curators is to find the best of the best and bring them to our stage and screen. How wonderful for these artists to get this kind of recognition – we wish them well as they advance towards the 53rd Annual Grammy Awards ceremony on Sunday February 13. These nominations underscore our mission – The Music Hall truly does bring the world to Portsmouth!”

Ray LaMontagne, the headliner that introduced Brandi Carlile to Music Hall audiences, was nominated for Song of the Year for Beg Steal or Borrow and for Best Contemporary Folk Album for God Willin’ + the Creek Don’t Rise. Herbie Hancock, who debuted his Imagine CD at The Music Hall earlier this summer, was nominated for Best Pop Collaboration with Vocals, Best Instrumental Arrangement Accompanying Vocalists and Best Improvised Jazz Solo for A Change is Gonna Come. Dierks Bentley, who brought his arena show to The Music Hall stage in May 2010, was nominated twice in the same category for Best Country Collaboration with Vocals for Bad Angel and Pride (In the Name of Love) and a third nomination for Best Country Album, Up on the Ridge. Cherryholmes, the bluegrass family band, received the nod for Best Country Instrumental Performance for Tattoo of a Smudge. Patty Griffin who came to the Hall with Emmylou Harris and Shawn Colvin received the nomination for Best Traditional Gospel Album for Downtown Church. Charlie Musselwhite was nominated for Best Traditional Blues Album for The Well. Dr. John (and the Lower 911), who was part of the Celebrate New Orleans show with the likes of Rebirth Brass Band, got the nod for Best Contemporary Blues Album for Tribal. Bassekou Kouyate and Ngoni Ba, the sensational band from Mali, received a nomination for Best Traditional World Music Album for I Speak Fela. Bassekou’s friend and mentor Bela Fleck who has been on the stage at The Music Hall numerous times, received a nomination for Best Contemporary World Music Album for Throw Down Your Heart, which included tunes by Bassekou’s band. 

KidsRULE! series

They Might Be Giants, who recently did a double show – KidsRULE! and Intimately Yours – was nominated for Best Musical Album for Children for Here Comes Science, while Justin Roberts, another KidsRULE! featured performer, was nominated in the same category for Jungle Gym. 

Coming in 2011

Mavis Staples, who will be featured with Billy Bragg in a double bill on Friday March 25, 2011, was nominated for Best Americana Album for You Are Not Alone. Fela! the Broadway smash hit that is coming to the Music Hall screen one night only on Thursday, January 13 in the HD broadcast from the National Theatre of London, received the nod for Best Musical Show Album.

Extraordinary Cinema

The soundtrack for the film Crazy Heart, which played as part of The Music Hall’s Extraordinary Cinema series, was nominated for Best Compilation Soundtrack Album for Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media and a nod for Best Song Written for Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media. The soundtrack for The Music Hall Kids RULE! Movie Toy Story 3 received a nomination for Best Score Soundtrack Album for Motion Picture, Television or Other Visual Media. 

About The Music Hall: An American Treasure for the Arts
The Music Hall is a nonprofit performing arts center that entertains 100,000 patrons, including 20,000 school children, annually with acclaimed film, music, theater, and dance performances. Its historic 900-seat theater, built in 1878, is the oldest in New Hampshire and designated an “American Treasure” by the U.S. Senate in the Save America’s Treasures Program administered by the National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Park Service. Living out its mission to be an active and vital arts center for the enrichment of the Seacoast community, The Music Hall presents diverse and relevant programming, including its signature series and innovative community outreach programs, and hosts numerous community fundraisers and celebrations for the benefit of more than 40 local nonprofits.  A cultural anchor in a thriving Seacoast economy, The Music Hall and its patrons contribute $5.5 million annually to the local economy through show and visitor related spending. The Music Hall is a 501c3 tax exempt, fiscally responsible nonprofit organization, managed by a professional staff with the assistance of a dedicated volunteer Board of Trustees. The historic hall is located in Portsmouth, the seaport city recently named a “Distinctive Destination” for 2008 by National Trust for Historic Preservation and one of the “20 Best Towns in America” by Outside magazine (July 2008). For more information about The Music Hall and its schedule of events, visit www.themusichall.org. 
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