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GALA OPENING FOR RESIDENCE INN BY MARRIOTT® DOWNTOWN PORTSMOUTH
Environmentally Responsible Hotel Creates Jobs, Stimulates Downtown
Portsmouth, N.H., June 9, 2010 – More than 225 people, including Portsmouth Mayor Tom Ferrini, City Manager John Bohenko and other city and state leaders celebrated the new Residence Inn Downtown Portsmouth’s grand opening in the city tonight. The eco-friendly hotel and adjacent Portsmouth Harbor Events and Conference Center are Phase 1 of Portwalk, a dynamic, mixed-use development that will link Portsmouth’s downtown with the city’s Northern Tier.
“This is a wonderful addition to Portsmouth that will expand the downtown and stimulate our economy,” said Portsmouth Mayor Tom Ferrini.  “Residence Inn by Marriot is a well-known and respected brand that will enhance Portsmouth’s vibrancy, attracting more visitors and residents to our historic Hill and Deer Street areas.”  
A joint venture between Cathartes Private Investments and S & S Hotels, the new 128-room Residence Inn is expected to be Silver LEED (Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design) certified for its “green” construction and operating practices.  The hotel was designed and constructed by Pro Con Inc., and is being managed by Colwen Management.

Cathartes Private Investments Principal, Jeff Johnston said, “We are proud to unveil a building that honors Portsmouth’s historic architecture, but also offers today’s modern amenities.   We are especially proud to have created more than one hundred construction jobs during the recession, and thirty permanent hospitality jobs downtown.”  
Johnston noted this is downtown Portsmouth’s first “extended-stay” hotel, designed for longer-term visits, and will complement the city’s existing hotels, including the Hilton Garden Inn next door.
Mark Stebbins, principal with S & S Hotels, added, “Building an environmentally sensitive, energy efficient hotel is not only the right thing to do – but the smart thing to do.   We are supporting the City’s goal to reduce its carbon footprint, while reducing our operating expenses and meeting the concerns of many guests who prefer to travel ‘green’.”
The Residence Inn is using environmentally sound design and construction processes such as:
· Reduced water usage by 30%
· Recycled construction waste – 95%
· Optimized energy management systems

· Use of local building materials to reduce carbon in transport
· Heat-reducing reflective roof system 

· Use of low VOC (Volatile Organic Compounds) materials to keep air clean

· Utilization of “Green Cleaning” practices

· Use of non CFC (Chlorofluorocarbons) refrigerants

The hotel will also feature complimentary Home Touch ® Breakfast, smartly designed spacious suites, luxury bedding, complimentary Wi-Fi and ample power outlets, fully equipped kitchens, indoor pool and Fitness Center and Business Center with internet, fax and printers. 

Portwalk will ultimately feature four LEED-certified buildings offering mixed uses.  In addition to the new hotel and conference center, Portwalk’s master plan includes downtown residences, retail shops, cafés and restaurants, and more than 175,000 square feet of premium downtown office space. The four buildings will be connected by a two-lane, one-way, thoroughfare with on-street parking and wide sidewalks.  The thoroughfare, to be named Portwalk Place, will be aligned with the Vaughan Mall walkway, to create a large pedestrian loop that will connect Congress Street with Deer Street.  The project will encompass nearly the entire block between High Street and Maplewood Avenue, west of the Hilton Garden Inn and Portsmouth’s historic Hill District.
City Manager John Bohenko noted it was a nearly a year ago to the day when demolition of the antiquated Parade Office Mall began, to make room for the Residence Inn.   “What a difference a year makes,” he said.  “We’ve replaced an unattractive remnant of the 1960s urban renewal era with a beautiful new hotel at one of our City’s major gateway locations.  The new hotel and conference center are important first steps toward realizing Portwalk’s vision of a vibrant place for people to live, work, and play.”

Governor John Lynch, though unable to attend the grand opening, sent a letter congratulating the hotel for its efforts to become the first LEED certified hotel in New Hampshire, “I commend you for your commitment and dedication to moving New Hampshire closer to meeting our energy goals.   It is important that we continue to research develop and implement new, efficient energy projects and create news jobs for our people.   This new hotel is helping to do just that.   I am certain the Residence Inn will draw visitors from across New Hampshire and beyond.”
The new Portsmouth Harbor Events and Conference Center is scheduled to open at the end of June.  This state-of-the-art, full-service conference center will offer a 4,500-square-foot room for corporate and private functions.  Featuring high ceilings, large windows and generous outdoor space, the facility will cater to groups of 25 to 300 people. The event center is also expected to be the first LEED-certified conference facility in the greater Seacoast area, much like Portwalk itself.
Mayor Ferrini said, “This hotel and all of Portwalk will have a tremendously positive impact on our city.  The entire project, with its future residential, office and retail components, will bring significant financial and lifestyle benefits to Portsmouth, help minimize our carbon footprint and add to the city’s Northern Tier renaissance.”
For reservations at the new hotel, call 603-422-9200. To reserve events at the new conference center, contact Event Manager, Kara Townley at 603-422-9300.  
About Cathartes Private Investments
Cathartes Private Investments (Cathartes) is a private real estate development and investment company headquartered in Boston, MA, that specializes in acquiring, developing, and managing multi-family residential and commercial properties. Since its inception in 1992, Cathartes has developed more than five million square-feet of residential and commercial real estate worth more than $600 million throughout New England and the New York metropolitan areas. Cathartes has built a solid reputation on transforming underutilized urban areas into vibrant neighborhoods where people live, work and play.  These neighborhoods are based on the principles of ‘Smart Growth’ and ‘New Urbanism’, encouraging a pedestrian-oriented lifestyle.  For more information visit their Web site at www.cathartesprivate.com or call them directly at 617-742-6000.

About Schleicher and Stebbins Hotels 

The Schleicher and Stebbins Hotels portfolio includes 20 hotel properties throughout the Northeast, including Courtyard by Marriott, Residence Inn by Marriott, Marriott Town Place Suites and SpringHill Suites, Homewood Suites by Hilton and the Ashworth by the Sea, a full service hotel and banquet center on New Hampshire’s seacoast.   Schleicher & Stebbins Hotels was recently awarded Marriott International’s Partnership Circle Award; Marriott’s highest honor recognizing owner and franchise companies that embody Marriott’s vision of excellence in hospitality, development, guest satisfaction, associate satisfaction and quality assurance.  The company continues to concentrate on dynamic, high quality properties and is presently working on additional projects in Florida, New York, and New Hampshire.  

About Colwen Management Inc. 

Colwen Management Inc. manages a portfolio of full service and limited service hotel properties across the northeastern United States.  Colwen Management oversees the management of hotel properties, directs all activities within the properties, and maintains standards set by Marriott, Hilton and owners.  For more information, visit. www.colwenhotels.com.     

   

About Pro Con Inc.
Pro Con Inc. is a full service architecture, engineering and construction management firm specializing in commercial, hospitality, institutional, industrial and multi-family residential projects.   The company is recognized as an industry leader and is known for their single source design-build delivery system, “The Diamond Solution”.  For more information visit their website www.proconinc.com <http://www.proconinc.com/> 
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