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Children’s Museum of NH Celebrates Family-Friendly Cinco de Mayo 

(Dover, NH / April 2, 2010) – On Wednesday, May 5, The Children’s Museum of New Hampshire will present special artist demonstrations and activities from 10 am – 1 pm in celebration of the Mexican holiday, Cinco de Mayo. 
 
In partnership with Margaritas Mexican restaurants, the museum will host a visit from artisans Epifanio and Laurencia Fuentes of San Martin Tilcajete, Oaxaca, Mexico. Epifanio, a master woodcarver, will demonstrate how to find a shape in  a block of wood and turn it into a one-of-a-kind carved figure. His wife Laurencia will demonstrate Mexico’s traditional, colorful painting methods. Children can watch all steps of the process, and at the end of the visit, Epifanio and Laurencia will present the museum with a unique finished sculpture. 
 
The Children’s Museum will also display Mexican artifacts from its own collection, and offer a take-home creative activity inspired by art found in Mexico.
 
All Cinco de Mayo activities are included in the museum’s regular price of admission: $8 adults & children, $7 seniors, free for children under 1 and museum members. Children's Museum of New Hampshire is located at 6 Washington Street in Dover NH 03820. For more information, please call 603-742-2002 or visit www.childrens-museum.org
 
 
About the artists

Epifanio Fuentes is a woodcarver from San Martin Tilcajete, Oaxaca, Mexico. His tiny village is situated in a valley not far from the ancient Zapotec ruins of Monte Albán. Many of the families in the village carve whimsical figures out of wood. Their inspiration comes from the twisted wood itself as well as religious, decorative and traditional designs. Epifanio is known for his imaginatively carved figures, which include angels, animals and saints. His wife Laurencia decorates the carvings with bright acrylic paints; her designs and vivid color combinations bring the carvings to life!
 
Epifanio and his carvings were featured in Smithsonian Magazine. His story and work are also documented in Oaxacan Woodcarving; The Magic in the Trees, by Shepard Barbash, Chronicle Books, San Francisco, CA. Epifanio has won numerous awards in regional and national contests and has participated in exhibitions throughout Mexico and the United States. Most recently he has exhibited his work at the International Folk Art Museum in Santa Fe, NM.
 
<PLEASE STRIKE THIS SENTENCE: Following their visit to the Children’s Museum, Epifanio and Laurencia will be demonstrating their art at Margaritas restaurant in Dover in the evening.> The duo is visiting New Hampshire as part of a partnership with Margaritas Restaurants. Margaritas works with a number of artisans in Mexico to produce authentic decorative items for all Margaritas restaurant locations. Margaritas is a supporter of the Children’s Museum of NH’s World Cultures exhibit area.


About the Children’s Museum of New Hampshire

The Children’s Museum of New Hampshire is located at 6 Washington Street in Dover and offers two levels of hands-on, custom-created exhibits for children ages 1-12. Children can explore a wide range of subjects, from dinosaurs, music and aeronautics to world cultures, art and natural history. Open year-round, the museum hosts a variety of live performances, workshops, classes and special events for families. For more information, please call the museum at (603) 742-2002 or visit www.childrens-museum.org
