CROSS ROADS HOUSE CELEBRATES OPENING OF NEW SHELTER

PORTSMOUTH, N.H. – November 13, 2009 – After years of planning and preparation, Cross Roads House will celebrate the grand opening of its new shelter facility next week.  The homeless shelter will celebrate with a private event on Tuesday night, followed by a public open house on Wednesday, November 18th from 12:00 noon – 7:00 pm.

“We’ve waited a long time for this day to come and we’re looking forward to thanking everyone who helped us make this happen,” said Chris Sterndale, Executive Director of Cross Roads House.  “For years we’ve been preparing for this project and it’s exciting to finally finish the first phase of our campaign.  The new building provides dramatic improvements for our residents and volunteers.”  The second phase of the campaign includes plans to renovate an existing family shelter building.   When both buildings are complete, the shelter will have just under 100 beds to provide shelter to men, women and children in the Seacoast area.  

“This has been a tremendous community effort,” explains Martha Stone, Development Director of Cross Roads House.  “In addition to several generous grants that we’ve received, hundreds of individuals and local businesses have contributed towards this campaign.  The generosity of our supporters has been inspiring and we’re very excited to invite everyone in to see the new shelter.”

“The new facility is safer, healthier, and will be less expensive to operate,” said Sterndale.  It replaces three older buildings, at the current location and solves the multiple physical challenges that Cross Roads House has faced in the past.  Cross Roads House has remained open during construction and is currently sheltering between 70-80 people per night, including 24 children ranging in age from 2 ½ months to 17 years old. 

 The new 21,000 square foot facility was designed by Driver-Ryan Architects, PA and construction was managed by Martini Northern, both located in Portsmouth.  The building includes several energy efficient features including sixteen solar panels that will heat the shelter’s hot water for showers and laundry.  The new shelter has a commercial kitchen, dining hall, improved program and living space and radiant floor heating.  The oldest shelter building will soon be demolished to make room for parking.  

Fundraising efforts continue as the shelter works to achieve its campaign goals.  These goals include paying for the remainder of the construction costs of the main shelter facility, renovating the existing family shelter building, and starting an endowment.  A total of $750,000 is still needed to complete these campaign goals.  Gifts at all levels are needed and appreciated. For more information and to find out how to support the Campaign for Cross Roads House, please visit www.crossroadshouse.org.

For twenty-seven years, Cross Roads House has provided emergency and transitional shelter to homeless individuals and families from Rockingham, Strafford, and southern York, Maine counties.  Last year shelter was provided to 534 people, including 62 children from 32 families.   
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